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PA N T S   G R A D I N G

Length Changes Width Changes Length and Width
Changes

When pants  patterns  are  graded,  the  curve of
the  crotch remains  the  same from s ize  to  s ize .
This  i s  why the  curve is  constant  on mult i -
s ized pants  patterns .   Pants  change from s ize
to  s ize  in  length and width only .

Pattern companies  grade by taking a  basic
s ize  10 pattern and increase  or  decrease  i t  to
create  the  other  pattern s izes .

Between a  s ize  10 and a  s ize  12 there  is  a  di f -
ference of   1  1 /2".   After  s ize  12 patterns
increase  2" every s ize .   Smal ler  than a  s ize  10
the grading is  1" and smal ler  than a  s ize  6
the grading is  only  1 /4".   What  does  this
mean for  you??  I f  you need to  grade the  pat-
tern smal ler ,  grade i t  in  the  increments  that
ref lect  the  original  s ize  of  the  pattern.   For
example ,  a  s ize  8  pattern would grade 1/4"
(1" dif ference with four cut  edges) .

To grade:   Match the  pattern front  and
        back s ide  seams and pin the  pieces

together .   Take the  amount  to  grade one
size  smal ler  ( for   s ize  6  and under  use
1/2",  s ize  8  and 10 is  1",  s ize  12 is
1  1 /2" and larger  than 12  i s  2")  and
divide by the  four cut  edges .   Measure
this   amount  from the waist  to  the  hem at
the s ide  seam only  and cut  this  amount  off
the   pattern pieces .   Mark your new seam
allowance of  5 /8" from the new cut  edge
and  recheck the  thigh measurement .
Grade a  s tep at  a  t ime.


